
Still have clients 
who won’t let go 
of spreadsheets?
QuickBooks Bridging Software makes it easy 
to comply with Making Tax Digital for VAT



QuickBooks Bridging Software is the quick, easy and MTD-compliant way to e-file VAT returns for your 
spreadsheet and complex VAT clients. And they don’t need to change how they manage their records.

From your QuickBooks account you’ll be able to manage all of your VAT clients in one place, whether they’re 
spreadsheet or cloud users. Simply import VAT return calculations into QuickBooks and then submit to HMRC.

This flexible solution is also a great way to start future proofing. So, when a spreadsheet client is ready to 
transition to the cloud, you’re already a step ahead of them.

And the best bit about Bridging Software? It’s easy to set up in just 3 simple steps:

1. Getting started
2. Identify and prioritise clients
3. Submit VAT return

 

 

Easy VAT filing for spreadsheet users
BRIDGING SOFTWARE



To submit a VAT return through our Bridging Software you need to 

have completed the following:

1. Set up your Agent Services Account with HMRC

You only need one Agent Services Account for your practice, but if you 

make VAT submissions on behalf of your clients this is a must.

2. Authorise QuickBooks to interact with HMRC

Once you have set up an Agent Services Account, you need to 

authorise QuickBooks to interact with HMRC in order to submit VAT 

returns on your clients’ behalf.

3. Set up your MTD-eligible clients in QuickBooks

For any client who is eligible for MTD, to link them to your ASA, sign 

them up to MTD for VAT and set them up in QuickBooks.

 

 

Step 1: Getting started
BRIDGING SOFTWARE



Use the Client Analysis Tool (CAT) to understand, identify and 

segment your customer base. 

You can do this by year-end tax date, VAT threshold, software 

or bank and the CAT will quickly show you which clients will 

benefit from Bridging Software.

You'll save time and get key insights into your 

clients' businesses.

 

 

Step 2: Identify and prioritise clients
BRIDGING SOFTWARE

Client Analysis Tool dashboard



Filing a VAT return couldn’t be easier with Bridging Software. This 

in-product solution lets you get all of your clients MTD compliant 

even if they continue using spreadsheets.

Using your clients QuickBooks online account, all you need to do 

is import the 9 Box VAT summary into QuickBooks’ Bridging 

Software. Now you’re ready to submit their VAT return to HMRC.

VAT return done. It’s really that easy to become MTD compliant.

Client Analysis Tool dashboard

 

 

Step 3: Submit a VAT return
BRIDGING SOFTWARE



 

 

Our Client Analysis Tool can help you figure out which of your clients to prioritise
BRIDGING SOFTWARE



 

 

Our step by step guide shows you exactly how to import VAT return calculations into QuickBooks and submit them to HMRC
BRIDGING SOFTWARE



We understand keeping your clients informed of the governments’ changes to tax can be time consuming. 

That’s why we’ve created a couple of example email templates for you to customise and send to your 

clients who are impacted by MTD for VAT. Simply add your name, logo, contact details and hit send.

 

 

Email templates
BRIDGING SOFTWARE

For clients who aren’t ready to move to the cloud

Dear <Mr. Sample>,

Making Tax Digital has arrived. This means by law, financial records
have to be stored digitally and VAT returns have to be submitted
via MTD-compatible accounting software.

However, I understand you’re not ready to move to the cloud and
want to continue with your existing record-keeping method.

This is ok.

Working with Bridging Software we can bridge the gap between
your spreadsheets and becoming MTD compliant in no time.

Only the mandatory nine box values will need to be shared with
HMRC. Keeping your transaction history safe and your VAT returns
MTD-compatible through QuickBooks.

I will contact you to discuss this further, however if you wish to do
this sooner please call me on XXXX XXX XXXX

Best wishes,

<Accountant’s name>

For clients who aren’t ready to move to the cloud

Dear <Mr. Sample>,

Making Tax Digital has arrived. This means by law, financial records
have to be stored digitally and VAT returns have to be submitted
via MTD-compatible accounting software.

However, I understand you’re not ready to move to the cloud and
want to continue with your existing record-keeping method.

This is ok.

Working with Bridging Software we can ensure you’re MTD 
compliant even though we can’t move your financial records on to 
the cloud yet.

How?

By simply submitting the mandatory 9 Box VAT summary with HMRC
via QuickBooks, so we can complete your VAT return in no time.
I will contact you to discuss this further, however if you wish to do 
this
sooner please call me on XXXX XXX XXXX

Best wishes,

<Accountant’s name>



Fletcher Thompson


